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Veterans salute at the 

south Dakota state fair 

NEWSLETTER 
SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF THE MILITARY 

 

     During the South Dakota 
State Fair, the annual 
“Salute to Veterans” pro-
gram will be held on the 
Northwestern Energy Free-
dom Stage at 10:30 am on 
Thursday, August 31.  
     Lt. Governor Larry 
Rhoden, Major General 
(Ret) Tim Reisch and Elsie 
Van Beek will serve as the 
keynote speakers.  
     All veterans and military 
personnel will receive free 
gate admission on Thurs-
day. 
     “Salute to Veterans” is a 
great program that honors 
and pays tribute to our vet-
erans, active duty service 
members, and military fam-
ilies. 
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     Motorcycle engines were 
not the only thing revving it 
up at the 83rd Annual Sturgis 
Motor Cycle Rally.    Members 
of the VA Black Hills Health 
Care System, the Dakota Re-
gional Office of the Veterans 
Benefits Administration (VBA), 
and the South Dakota Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs part-
nered together to inform vet-
erans about the expanded 
health care and benefits for 
veterans who have experi-
enced toxic exposure. Veterans, caregivers, and survivors were able to ask questions of this compre-
hensive team of subject matter experts.  
     The Rally offers 10 Days of scenic rides, races, poker runs, concerts, entertainment, great food, the 
chance to renew old friendships and make new friends, and the opportunity to learn more about veter-
ans benefits and the PACT Act.   
 

 

SDDVA Participates in  

Outreach at Bike Rally 

Assisting in the booth were:  Will Huffman—South Dakota 
Department of Veterans Affairs; Rob Andresen—Dakota Re-
gional Office VBA; Laura Parsons—VA Black Hills Health Care 
System Toxic Exposure Screening Navigator;  and Stardust 
Red Bow—VA Black Hills Health Care System. 
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Pact act dashboard 
     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs released a PACT Act Year-In-Review Dash-
board showcasing the care and benefits that the VA has delivered to veterans and their survivors since 
the PACT Act was signed into law on Aug. 10, 2022. The VA is delivering more care and more benefits to 
more veterans than ever before. Key results to date include: 
• Delivering benefits to veterans and their survivors: the VA has delivered more than $1.85 billion in 
earned PACT Act benefits to veterans and their survivors. The VA is delivering these benefits to veter-
ans at the fastest rate in 
our nation’s history, pro-
cessing 1.65 million total 
veteran claims thus far in 
this fiscal year (including 
458,659 PACT Act claims) 
— 16% more year-to-
date than the previous 
all-time record. 

• Increasing veteran 
access to health care: Since August 10, 332,252 veterans have enrolled in VA health care — which is 
nearly 50,000 more enrollees than during the previous year. This includes more than 113,719 enrollees 
from the PACT Act population (Vietnam, Gulf War, and Post-9/11 Veterans).   

• Screening veterans for toxic exposures: More than 4.1 million veterans have received free, 10-
minute screenings for toxic exposures from the VA under the PACT Act — a critical step to catching and 
treating potentially life-threatening health conditions as early as possible. 
     Thanks to the largest outreach campaign in VA history, veterans and survivors are applying for their 
earned benefits at record rates. In this fiscal year, veterans and survivors have submitted 1.95 million 
total claims (including 843,448 PACT Act-specific claims) — 37% more than last year and on pace to 
break an all-time record. Veterans have also submitted 1.65 million “intents to file” during this fiscal 
year — 44% more than last year and also on pace to break an all-time record. 
     The PACT Act is here to stay, and veterans and survivors can apply anytime for the care and benefits 
they’ve earned. Veterans and survivors who applied (or submitted their intent to file) for PACT Act ben-
efits by 11:59 p.m., ET, Monday, Aug. 14, 2023, will be eligible to have their benefits backdated to Aug. 
10, 2022 — the day the PACT Act was signed into law. This is an extension from the original deadline of 
Aug. 9, 2023.  
     “Millions of Veterans who fought for our country are now getting health care and compensation for 
the conditions that followed them home from war,” said VA Secretary Denis McDonough. “We’re 
proud that so many veterans and survivors have already benefited from the PACT Act, but this is just 
the beginning: we won’t rest until every veteran and every survivor gets the VA health care and bene-
fits they deserve.” 
     The PACT Year-in-Review Dashboard can be found on the next page. The Year-in-Review Dashboard 
includes national and state-level data on PACT Act benefits and health care. 

https://www.accesstocare.va.gov/pdf/VA_PACTActDashboard_Issue13_081023_508.pdf
https://www.accesstocare.va.gov/pdf/VA_PACTActDashboard_Issue13_081023_508.pdf
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     The University of South Dakota Center for Disabilities, in collaboration with the South Dakota Department 
of Human Services, has partnered with the University of Missouri-Kansas City Institute for Human Develop-
ment to learn more about the services and support needs and challenges experienced by people with brain 
injury in South Dakota.  
     The information gathered will be used to help South Dakota develop a plan to improve services and sup-
ports for people living with Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) and their families. Acquired Brain Injury is any dam-
age to the brain that happens after birth, including a Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI, all ranges of severity in-
cluding concussion).  
     Their goal is to reach as many survivors and families as possible to best identify areas of need and shape 
statewide initiatives in the coming years.  
     The survey is anonymous and veterans will not be individually identified. Participation in the survey is vol-
untary and you may choose not to answer any specific questions. 
     If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Eric Kurtz from the USD Center for Disabilities at 
Eric.Kurtz@usd.edu.  
     Veterans can take the survey at this link:    South Dakota Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) Needs Assessment 
Survey (umkc.edu)  

Brain Injury Survey 
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     South Dakota Attorney General Marty Jackley has joined 43 other Attorneys General in asking Congress 
to approve the Governing Unaccredited Representatives Defrauding (G.U.A.R.D.) Veterans Affairs (VA) Bene-
fits Act. 
     The legislation would hold unaccredited and unregulated actors accountable for targeting and preying 
upon veterans who apply for federal VA benefits. The unaccredited actors advertise their services as superi-
or to the free services offered by accredited actors such as veteran service officers, claims agents, and attor-
neys. 
      “These unaccredited actors take advantage by gaining access to a veteran’s benefits information,” said 
Attorney General Jackley. “They are preying on our veterans and their families who have given so much for 
our nation.” 
      Attorney General Jackley encourages South Dakota veterans and anyone else who believe they are vic-
tims of a fraud or scam to contact the Attorney General’s Division of Consumer Protection at: 
 consumerhelp@state.sd.us or call 1-800-300-1986 or 605-773-4400. 
      Joining Attorney General Jackley in submitting the letter are the Attorneys General of Alaska, America 
Samoa, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, the District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Ha-
waii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklaho-
ma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Wash-
ington, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming. 

Ag’s urge congress to 

approve g.u.a.r.d. act 

mailto:Eric.Kurtz@usd.edu
https://php2.umkc.edu/intapps/redcap/surveys/?s=3WJPL847YNMKKW8R
https://php2.umkc.edu/intapps/redcap/surveys/?s=3WJPL847YNMKKW8R
mailto:consumerhelp@state.sd.us
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     Day County Veterans Service Officer Jeff Nelson 
and VSO Assistant Marcia Solberg played a role in 
the community outreach program honoring Vi-
etnam Veterans in Webster.   
     Congressman Dusty Johnson welcomed all Vi-
etnam Veterans home, and recognized and com-
memorated 34 Vietnam Veterans for their sacri-
fice and service.    
     South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 
Field Service Officer Guy Arnold was on hand and 
visited with veterans about the PACT Act and VA 
benefits.     
 
 

Vietnam veterans 

recognized 

Day County VSO Jeff Nelson 
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South Dakota launches 

“notes to self” 

marketing campaign 
     The South Dakota Department of Social Services (DSS) Division of Behavioral Health has announced 
the release of a new marketing campaign entitled “Notes to Self”. The campaign was developed to 
generate awareness and eliminate stigmas surrounding behavioral health concerns. The campaign also 
aims to emphasize the roles we can all take in prevention and early intervention. 

     “We South Dakotans tend to take pride in being ‘tough’ and ‘resilient’. However,  we want people to 
know that they aren’t alone in whatever struggles they might be facing,” said DSS Cabinet Secretary 
Matt Althoff. “Our team is working tirelessly each day to help South Dakotans in need. This campaign, 
which gathered market re-
search from South Dakotans, 
aims to reach citizens in eve-
ry corner of our state and 
target particular de-
mographics where suicide 
has been more prevalent.” 

     The campaign  features 
ads across the state which 
will educate residents and 
promote resources available 
to help those in need. The 
launch of the campaign coincided with South Dakota’s Second Annual Suicide Prevention Conference 
hosted by the Department of Social Services, Division of Behavioral Health, in partnership with numer-
ous other state agencies, including the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs. 

     The campaign includes tv, radio, and internet ads along with billboards and other efforts. These 
“Notes to Self” reminders focus on the existence of behavioral health needs in our communities and 
the resources available to all who are experiencing them. 

     “With this campaign, we’re encouraging South Dakotans to offer help to others through small ac-
tions, words, gestures, and acts of care,” said Jennifer Humphrey, strategic initiatives program special-
ist with DSS. “We are hopeful that this genuine type of outreach can work for both prevention messag-
ing and help those who need it during times of crisis.” 

     Those experiencing mental-health-related distress are encouraged to call 988, the Suicide and Crisis 
Lifeline. 988 was launched one year ago and provides 24/7 access to trained crisis specialists.  

     For information about 988 and The Helpline Center, visit https://www.helplinecenter.org/9-8-8/. 
 

https://www.helplinecenter.org/9-8-8/
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     In an effort to keep the residents at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home enter-
tained, Activity Director Laura Inman enlisted the help of some four legged friends, both big and 
small. 
     Horses, rabbits, and chickens made their way to the Home, bringing smiles to resident’s faces. 
      

I think we have a few new “horse whisper-
ers!”. 
 

 

Four-legged friends 

visit the state veterans 

home 
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Upcoming events  
Aug 19—SFVAHCS Show and Shine 
Aug 25—Crow Creek Sioux Tribe Veterans Stand Down—Community Building—Fort Thompson—9:00 am (CT) 
Aug 26—SD Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—LTC Gordon J. Lippman—St. Rose of Lima Community Hall— 
     (305 Pine Street)—Hill City—2:00 pm (MT) 
Aug 27—SD Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—SP5 John P. Beckers—VFW (Main Street)—Burke—2:00 pm (CT) 
Aug 28—Barrel House Day of Giving for Midwest Honor Flight 
Aug 31—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair 
Aug 31—Sept 4—SD State Fair 
Sep 1—Wear Red Day at the State Fair—Group Photo—NWE Freedom Stage—Huron—1:30 pm (CT) 
Sep 2—727th/DAV Poker Run—Dacotah Bank Center—(824 32nd Avenue)—Brookings—10:00 am (CT) 
Sep 4—State Offices Closed 
Sep 5—7—SDDVA Annual Benefit School—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell Street)—Sioux Falls 
Sep 8-10—PVA North Central Chapter Trap shoot—Crooks Gun Club 
Sep 9—SFVAHCS Horse Outing—Rock Ranch—(461 40th Avenue)—Hills, MN—10:00 am (CT) 
Sep 13-16—Black Hills Veterans March and Marathon 
Sep 15—SF Area Veterans Council POW/MIA Ceremony—Veterans Memorial Park—(1021 W. Bailey)—Sioux  
     Falls—6:30 pm (CT) 
Sep 16—SD Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—LT Peter H. Monfore—Community Hall—(605 8th Street)—  
     Springfield—2:00 pm (CT) 
Sep 18—Texas Roadhouse Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—(Sioux Falls and Sioux City)—4:00 pm—9:00 pm (CT) 
Sep 20—SD Veterans Council Meeting—VFW Post 1273—(420 N. Main Street)—Rapid City—9:00 am (MT) 
Sep 26—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 16 
Oct 7—SD Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—WO1 Roger S. Cameron– Community Building—(311 W. Main)— 
     Pierpont—2:30 pm (CT) 
Oct 7—DAV Fall Conference—DAV Headquarters—Sioux Falls 
Oct 9—State Offices Closed 
Oct 10—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 17 
Oct 14—SD Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—1LT Thomas M. Martin—Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell      
     Street)—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Oct 21—Elvis Night/50’s Dance Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell  
     Street)—Sioux Falls 
Nov 3—SDDVA What’s Brewing Coffee and Conversation with Veterans—Black Hills State University—Joy Center—
(1351 St. Joe Street)—Spearfish—1:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 4—Northern Hills Veterans Appreciation Fair—Sturgis Community Center—11:00 am—2:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 10—State Offices Closed 
Nov 13—Barrel House Day of Giving for SDVC Wreaths Across America 
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Nov 15—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—DAV Headquarters—(1519 W. 51st Street)—Sioux Falls— 
     9:00 am (CT) 
Nov 15—South Dakota Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—DAV Headquarters—(1519 W. 51st Street)— 
     Sioux Falls—12:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 16—South Dakota Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Northeast  
Nov 17—South Dakota Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—American Legion Post 8—(520 S. Pierre Street)— 
     Pierre 
Nov 17—MINGO (Music Bingo) Fundraiser for Midwest Honor Flight—Severance Brewing Co.—(701 N. Phillips Ave- 
     nue—Suite 110)—Sioux Falls—6:00–9:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 18—South Dakota Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—American Legion Post 22—(818 E. St Patrick  
     Street)—Rapid City  
Nov 23—State Offices Closed 
Dec 5—Governor’s Budget Address—State Capitol—1:00 pm 
Dec 16—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux  
     Falls—11:00 am (CT) 
Dec 25—State Offices Closed 

 
2024 Events 

Jan 9—Governor’s State of the State Address—State Capitol—1:00 pm 
Jan 10—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—American Legion Post 8—(520 S. Pierre Street)—Pierre–  
     2:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 10—SDDVA and South Dakota Veterans Council Legislative Reception—American Legion Post 8—(520 S. Pierre  
     Street)—Pierre– 5:30 pm (CT) 
Feb 16—18—American Legion Mid-Winter Conference—Deadwood 
Jun 20—23—American Legion State Conference—Pierre 
Dec 14—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls— 
     11:00 am (CT) 

2025 Events 
Feb 14—16—American Legion Mid-Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Jun 19—22—American Legion State Conference—Huron 
Dec 13—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls— 
     11:00 am (CT) 
 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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